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I have to comment on St. Paul’s letter today. At the end Paul was tied up in chains in Rome waiting 

for his day of execution. While he waited, they allowed him to write some more letters and to have 

visitors. Paul tells us about his suffering like a criminal in chains. That sounds terrible. He goes 

on, “The Word of God is not chained. I bear with everything.” I can’t get over the depth of Paul’s 

faith in God. His Christian life was kind of brutal. You think about all those people who attacked 

him. They threw stones at him. They beat him up. They arrested him and beat him up again. The 

faint hearted would just give  up and go home. But Paul kept going. Was he a fanatic for Jesus? I 

wonder, maybe yes. Here he is at his end. There is no more audience. It is just Paul by himself 

and yet he says “The Word of God is not chained. I bear with everything.” Not even human suffering 

and death will silence Paul. It is amazing faith. There is a lot of healing lepers in the scriptures 

today. We have Naaman, the great military leader healed of his leprosy, and then we have the ten 

lepers in the Gospel. What stands out is that only one of them came back to express gratitude. 

That one was a Samaritan man. We remember the Parable of the Good Samaritan. That Samaritan 

was a gentle dig against the Jews. Don’t get too carried away with the Chosen People thing. One of 

the problems that invaded the early Christian community was that the Jewish Christians consid-

ered themselves better than the Gentile Christians. That was always a point of tension. The Jews 

would be none too pleased that the other nine lepers were probably Jewish and so ungrateful. 

They were none too pleased that the good man of the parable story was a Samaritan and not a 

Jew. We like to be proud of ourselves. We like to think well of our own. It kind of stings us when 

one of our own lets our side down. When one of us and all of us go out on the stage and show 

ourselves to the world, we want to feel proud of them. We want them to show us at our best. We 

don’t want to see ingratitude or bad manners. We have a collective responsibility to our own people 

to make them feel proud of us. Properly let the nine Jews and the one Samaritan come back to 

say thank you. That would be a happy conclusion. Let the Good Samaritan debate with the Levite 

and the Priest to take care of the poor man who was attacked. Better still, let’s all work together. 

Let’s all do better.  

 

 

With love,  

Fr. Pat 


