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Every year I wait to read the first lesson from today’s scripture readings. The reading is from the Book of Wisdom. People ask, why 
does God allow good people to die and the bad ones just carry on doing their bad stuff? Part or all of the answer is given in the Book 
of Wisdom today. The reading begins by telling us that the Universe is delicately balanced. When you listen to astronomers, you get 
that idea from them. They are always watching for meteors and such that come whizzing past the Earth, and please God they 
keep going and not do us harm. One push or shove in a few degrees left or right and we are in trouble. The reading goes on, “but, 
you have mercy on all, and you overlook people’s sins that they may repent.” Do bad people get a bit more time to sort them-
selves out? “Therefore, you rebuke offenders little by little, warn them and remind them of the sins they are committing, that they 
may abandon their wickedness and believe in you, O Lord.” That sounds very decent on God’s part. God gives the wicked more 
time to repent. That does not console any one of us who has been deceived or hurt by wicked people.  
 
I remember a friend whose son was killed in a car crash. The case went to court and the guilty got off because they had a smart 
lawyer. I remember my friend saying that one day they will have to answer to God. Does that mean that God gave these guilty peo-
ple time to repent and turn from their ways? We hear that all the time from the prisons. People have been incarcerated for many 
years. Prison gives them the time to reflect on their crimes. They find God, they find meaning, they find something new to grasp. Lots of 
those prisoners became preachers in their Churches. Lots of them dedicate the rest of their lives to the rehabilitation of others. That 
surely is a good thing. When wrong has been done to us, it is hard to carry on. It is hard to forgive. The real challenge is whether I can 
wish for something better for the perpetrators who did their crimes against me. I hope I can. But, I can understand if they are not 
able. God gives us time to repent of our sins. The worst thing is when we really don’t care about it. I will do all my reconciling at 
the last minute. That is not good enough. If I have done people wrong, let me do that fix right now. Let me do better. Let me do 
something that shows God still believes in me. God has His plan for me, let me respond to that. These are some of the words from 
that lovely hymn, “City of God.” “Awake from your slumber, arise from your sleep, a new day is dawning for all those who weep. The 
people in darkness have seen a great Light, the Lord of our longing has conquered the night. The Lord our light and our love has 
turned the night into day.” 
 
 

With love, 
Fr. Pat 

I will praise your name forever,  
my king and my God. 


