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The Lord spoke to Nathan and said, “Go, tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord; Should you build me a house to dwell in?’” It is 
time to build a house for God. The dwelling place of the Messiah as He comes to birth will be the womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
The ancient church called Mary “Theotokus,” a name meaning “God Bearer.” In the Gospel we are given the story of the Annunciation. 
This scripture reads in a very formal manner. As I listen to the text I feel like I am looking at a classical painting of the Annunciation 
and someone is reading aloud the commentary. The language is very one dimensional. He said and then she said and then he 
said. “Hail, full of grace…behold…overshadow…nothing impossible to God.” There is no grit or grime in the text. Everything is very 
antiseptic. We are looking at a painting. It seems very important to me that when we come to proclaim scripture and make it come 
alive we have to move away from the art gallery and enter the stable. Things get a bit more realistic, a bit more messy when it 
comes to giving birth in the stable. That sounds more realistic. We are now on the threshold of Christmas. The decorations are up. The 
tree is lighting up. We have come to terms with a smaller crowd for Christmas. I guess that means there is more food for the rest of 
us. If life comes down to making decisions, how about we make this the best Christmas ever. We have had little to celebrate this 
past year. There have been disappointments all round. At the start of the pandemic I remember seeing families out walking. I saw 
families riding their bikes. People said a good thing about it all was that they came to appreciate what family means again. I hope 
we haven’t forgotten that. It doesn’t matter who is at home for Christmas. We are all family. Let’s all make an effort to make things 
nice for everyone. We have our Zoom and our thousand other live streaming devices. We can still see each other and talk. Next 
year, please God, we will all get together safely and really enjoy family. But for now, happiness is a decision. We will decide to be a 
happy family.   
 
 

With love, Fr. Pat  
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Mary and Joseph, new parents, have to take their baby to the Temple for a blessing. Just like every parent of a newborn they are 
very protective. Think of the shock when they are approached by the old man Simeon, full of the spirit. In our society we tell our 
children not to talk to strangers, but this stranger was adamant. He wanted to meet this child. Mary and Joseph knew that their 
child was special. They knew that because of a revelation of God. But the revelation continues to reveal itself, and it unfolds. Simeon 
confirms the revelation. That must have been scary for Mary and Joseph. You hope nothing bad happens to your child. Then they 
are approached by Anna who spoke in similar vein about Jesus. The revelation comes and then it unfolds and expands. Who is this 
special child of ours? Every day we learn a little bit more about our children. They spend their lives becoming more and more who 
they are meant to be. From the beginning, Mary and Joseph had to put their faith in God because the world can be a scary place. 
Coming into the new year, let us pause to say thanks to God for the blessing of our children. Parents tell me that their children drive 
them crazy all the time, but they would not have it any other way. What a wonderful blessing children are. Without them home and 
family would be greatly diminished. Too quickly they grow up and they are gone. Let us cherish the time we have with them. Ours is the 
responsibility as their parents to nurture them. We must make them feel secure and confident. We must be careful not to impose on 
them our own personal unfinished stuff. They must grow to maturity in freedom. Let us thank God for our family. There was a time 
when family meant cousins and uncles and aunts. Now most of us live in what is called the nuclear family. Often, we are far from 
other family members, so today our thanks to God is principally thanks for the people who live in our house at home. But thank you 
God for all the others, the cousins, Mom and Dad, Grandma and Grandpa. Our lives are enriched by their presence in our lives. 
Each one of them adds color and texture to our children’s lives. God bless us all and everyone today on the Feast of the Holy Family.  
 
 

With love, Fr. Pat 


