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Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Cycle A / St. Catherine of Siena 
March 29, 2020 / Covid19 
 

Ezekiel 37:12-14 
Psalm 130: With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption 

Romans 8:8-11 
John 11:1-45 

 
Lent is the act of beginning our spiritual life all over again, refreshed and reoriented. 

Joan Chittister 

 

Rituals are a tool to bring meaning into our lives. 

Louis T. Brusatti 

 
A sickness to death for the glory of God: 
 

Lazarus,  
the friend of Jesus,  
enters the underworld of death; 

Martha and Mary,  
faithful followers of Jesus,  
mourn the loss with tears for resurrection; 

Jesus comforts:  
“Your brother will rise…” 

 
Yet, only the grave remained as the silent reminder of a life once lives –  
a covering stone masks the stench of death. 
 
A weeping Jesus comforts:   

“Your brother will rise…” 
 
ROME - One feature of the coronavirus phenomenon - not the disease, rather the 
social and cultural dynamics surrounding it - is that it is upended normal routines, 
generating unexpected and, occasionally, surreal new experiences. 
 
By now, viral images have made the rounds showing Italians popping out onto 
their balconies to sing, play musical instruments, and otherwise break through the 
isolation of the national lockdown. 
 
As time has gone on, the mood during these gatherings has become more somber 
as the death toll has mounted. Today, with more than 5,500 people dead in this 
country, frivolity seems a bit out of place. Still, we keep coming together.  
 
One of the things those viral images do not capture is what happens when the 
music stops. 
 
It’s a sickness to death. 
It’s the experience of being in the stone covered tomb. 
It’s the feeling of being bound head and foot. 
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At the heart of the European coronavirus crisis in northern Italy’s city of Bergamo, six 
Catholic priests have died during the past week from the disease and, as of Sunday, 
over 20 priests were hospitalized. 
 
The Bishop of Bergamo, Francesco Beschi: 
 

“Our priests are many, and numerous are those who have exposed themselves 
[to the virus] to be close to their community. Their illness is an evident sign of 
closeness, a painful sign of closeness and sharing in the suffering.” 

 
The number of deaths in Bergamo is also growing exponentially, with an estimated 50 
people dying daily in this region due to the virus. 
 
It’s a sickness to death. 
It’s the experience of being in the stone covered tomb. 
It’s the feeling of being bound head and foot.  
 
In Vermont, health officials asked one homeless shelter, ANEW Place of 
Burlington, to relocate some of its residents who were at high risk of contracting 
COVID-19 
 
While the shelter found hotel rooms to house the residents, the move separated 
them from the regular meals they received when living in community. 
 
That’s when Jordan Easley, a staff member at the nearby St. Francis Xavier 
Parish, stepped in; he formed an email chain with other parishioners to provide 
meals for the residents in need.  
 
“This is where the opportunity to love our neighbors comes in,” he said. “It’s a 
super easy and super rewarding way to serve Christ in the poor.” 
 
It’s a sickness to death. 
It’s the experience of being in the stone covered tomb. 
It’s the feeling of being bound head and foot. 
 
The St. Peter Claver Catholic Worker community in South Bend, Indiana, asked 
friends of the organization to promote legislation that would shelter the local 
homeless population. 
 
“Everyone else has been advised to ‘hunker down.”  These members of our 
community have nowhere to do so,” the organization said in an email.  
 
“The longer they remain on the street, the more vulnerable they are to infection.” 
 
The Catholic Worker community asked locals for their help in demanding 
emergency funding for the homeless during the outbreak, and urged them to 
contact county officials.  
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They also requested help pushing Congress to earmark funds for the homeless in 
the upcoming stimulus package, and encouraged constituents to contact their 
representatives in Washington. 
 
“This is a graced opportunity to remember how deeply connected we are with one 
another,” the community said. “May this challenging season of our earthly 
pilgrimage draw us deeper into the heart of God’s compassionate love.” 
 
It’s a sickness to death. 
It’s the experience of being in the stone covered tomb. 
It’s the feeling of being bound head and foot. 
 
In this crisis we all hear the voice of Jesus  
Shouting through the stone, 
through the wrappings that bind:   

 
TAKE AWAY THE STONE 
COME FORTH 
UNTIE THEM AND LET THEM GO FREE 

 
The message is a simple one: 
 
 In the midst of what seems like impossible situations,  

when death is all around us,  
when hope gives way to depression and anxiety, 
when there is physical and social isolation 
when there seems to be no future… 

In the midst of what seems death and impossibility  
LIFE CAN BE FOUND. 

 
The Spirit of God is given us as a sustaining force  

raising us beyond the moment,  
calling us forward in Christ,  
opening our graves,  
freeing us from the bindings of our lives. 

 
Let’s commit ourselves to live this message this week  

as we continue this time of Lent,  
this time of deepening our walk with God,  
this time of spiritual renewal,  
this time of moving from less to more virtue and hope. 

 
In these days of physical distancing,  

may we develop new rituals  
and ways of behaving that will give meaning to our lives. 

 
Let us commit ourselves to this Lenten search  

for life and meaning  
as we live this week in faith and hope. 


