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“Leave Our Jobs? For What?”
Scripture Background
This information isn’t meant to be read aloud, but as background for the lead-
er. If helpful, share some of it in conversation with the group.

Just prior to today’s Gospel reading, Jesus was baptized by John and then 
spent 40 days in the wilderness being tempted by Satan. When he returns to 
Galilee, John the Baptist has just been arrested by King Herod-who didn’t 
like being scolded for marrying his brother’s wife. 

It is into this world that Jesus steps onstage and begins shouting the Good 
News that God’s kingdom is at hand. It would have been a surprising an-
nouncement, given all the bad news in that day and time. Jesus’ people, the 
Jews, were abused by the Romans who occupied their country. They owed 
heavy taxes and were at the mercy of the violent military who roamed the 
land. Most of the people was poor. Sickness and disease were common and 
life expectancy was short. So for Jesus to proclaim good news would have 
been something new and hopeful.

Opening Prayer
Pray the following aloud together, beginning with the Sign of the Cross:

+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

We thank you, Jesus, for your willingness to become one of us. 

Help us to better understand how you lived as a human being, so that we 
may learn to live more like you did. 

We ask this in your name. Amen.

Gospel Reading: Mark 1:14-20
Ask someone to read this pas-
sage aloud, then pause for a 
minute of silence.

Ask: What struck you about 
this reading or the liturgy this 
week?

Allow for sharing. Move on to the next section once the 
sharing has died down.
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3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
 ▶ Jonah 3:1-5, 10 - 
Conversion of Ninevah

 ▶ 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 - 
Encouragement within a 
hostile world

 ▶ Mark 1:14-20 - Call of the 
first disciples



Reflections on the Reading
Invite each person in the circle to read one paragraph aloud:

The fishermen who are called by Jesus in this reading knew a life of hardship. They 
probably could not read or write. They did hard physical labor over long hours to just get 
by, probably following in the footsteps of their fathers and grandfathers who had always 
done the same work.  When the fishing was good, they could sell the extra fish to provide 
for their families’ needs. When the fish weren’t biting, they needed every last one to feed 
their families. There weren’t ways to get ahead in life. They lived under the brutal Roman 
empire that occupied their country and ate up extra income with unfair taxes. 

Then Jesus came along and invited Simon, Andrew, James, and John to follow him. What 
is it that made them willing to go without hesitation? They were living a hard life, but at 
least it was a known life. Joining Jesus to become “fishers of people” would have made no 
sense at all to most people. 

We’ll never know the thoughts racing around their minds that day-the day their lives 
changed in ways they never could have imagined. Up until then they had probably never 
traveled more than a few miles from their house. Yet within a few years these four fisher-
men would be teaching and preaching to crowds and baptizing thousands as they traveled 
throughout their world to tell people about the man who changed their lives. They must 
have recognized something very special about Jesus to agree to follow him.

Questions for Discussion
Read each question aloud, one at a time, followed by time for sharing. 

Do you know anyone that made a life-changing decision so radical that no one 
would have seen it coming? Perhaps yourself or a loved one? Why do you think that 

person had the courage to change?

What words would you need to hear from Jesus to convince you to give up a known 
future in order to follow him into an unknown future?

What is Jesus asking you to leave behind in order to follow him more closely? 

Closing Prayer
Pray the following aloud together:

Lord, thank you for this time to reflect on your Living Word. 

May what we have heard inspire us to live as more faithful disciples in the coming week. 

Amen.
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