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From the Pastor’s Office 
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I am not very good at plants. When I was a little boy I asked my dad if I 
could have a little place to have my own garden. I went and bought packets 
of seeds and off I went to be the gardener. I prepared the ground beautifully. 
You could eat your dinner off that ground. Then I planted and watered my 
seeds. Every day I came by to see my progress. In a few days, I began to 
see weeds, so I pulled them up. A few weeks went by and I was all excited 
to see my flower garden. Unfortunately, in my enthusiasm I think I pulled 
up the plants as well as the weeds. I didn’t go back to the garden for a 
while after that. The scriptures today are full of images of trees and growing. 
The first lesson from Ezekiel speaks about planting a shoot and watching 
that sapling grow into the tree of life. I think of the reference from Advent 
where it talks about a shoot that springs from the stump of Jesse. Jesus 
compares the Kingdom of Heaven to a man who plants the mustard seed and 
it grows into the largest of the plants putting forth large branches. The birds 
of the sky dwell in its shade. All of these images speak to God’s presence 
among us. God is big and impressive and Almighty. You can’t miss the 
presence of God. God is the huge tree with the big branches. God becomes 
a haven where we can all rest in His shade. God is our refuge and 
strength. Because we are all wandering pilgrims it is important that we find 
our places of rest. Anyone who goes on a journey marks their trip with places 
to stop and rest. When I am driving in a very remote land I am looking for 
the markers that tell me I am safe. I don’t need to be afraid of the journey 
because that huge looming marker for all of us is that we can see God 
ahead. God stands, a huge sight welcoming us to come close to Him. 
There is no need to feel afraid on the journey because God is the one who 
guides the GPS. He draws us closer to Him. We are never alone on the 
journey. God watches over us.  
 

With love, 
Fr. Pat 
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The Return of the Sign of Peace at Mass…thoughts from Fr. Pat 
 

Last Sunday was my first return to the Sign of Peace at 
Mass. I was informed that Fr. Lou and Fr. Ray have returned 
to the sign of peace a long time ago. I was curious to see 
how that would go. Surprisingly, I found that people were a 
bit afraid to reach out and shake hands or give a greeting. 
I am determined to move forward to our new normal, so I 
have been thinking of a way to give the greeting without 
people feeling strange. I am encouraged by a newspaper 
article that is titled, “Why ‘namaste’ has become the 
perfect pandemic greeting.” The greeting is given with a 
bow, hands joined together as if we are going to pray, 
and a greeting, ‘Namaste.’ Namaste comes from the 
Sanskrit tradition. In Indian households it is spoken as a 
manner of respect for the other. It translates as “I bow to 
you.” There are deeper Eastern religious associations but 
for our purposes we are not going to go there. So, when Father says “let us 
offer each other a sign of peace, we will bow to the other and say, 
‘Namaste.” 


